
2016 marks the centenary of the United States’ National Parks Service

America’s best idea

 I
f you've ever enjoyed the peace and 
open space of a national park, thank 
the USA. It was US President Ulysses 
S. Grant who made Yellowstone the 
world’s first national park in 1872. 

The idea caught on fast, with other parks 
including Yosemite and Sequoia quickly 
following. In 1916, President Woodrow 
Wilson signed the Organic Act to bring 
the National Parks Service (NPS) into 
being, to preserve the scenery, nature and 
history of the American wilderness “for 
the enjoyment of future generations”.

August 25, 2016 will mark 100 years 
since the NPS was born. Now encom-

passing 409 parks, monuments, historic 
battlefields and reserves – including the 
White House – across the United States 
and its territories, the NPS employs 
around 22,000 people along with 10 
times that number of volunteers. Visitor 
numbers in 2014 reached almost 300m. 

To celebrate the centenary throughout 
2016, the NPS has launched the Find 
Your Park initiative (findyourpark.com), 
designed to connect people with the 
outdoors and the heritage within it. The 
calendar includes a historical geocache 
trail in River Raisin National Battlefield 
Park and the first national ‘BioBlitz’ on 

May 20, a 24-hour event where anyone 
and everyone is invited to pitch in and 
identify as many park species as possible. 
Last year’s event at Hawaii Volcanoes Na-
tional Park came up with 22 species that 
had never even been recorded before.

Yellowstone, as the park that started 
it all, will be celebrating by restoring the 
gateway at its grand original entrance at 
Gardiner, Montana – the first ‘gateway 
community’. The revitalised entrance 
will include an amphitheatre and historic 
reconstruction, to preserve the memory of 
what many still call ‘America’s Best Idea’. 
(nps.gov/subjects/centennial)  
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