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If your hair could  
use an upgrade, this 
Hornchurch salon 
has an easy fix
Words  ElEanor Wilson

ExtEnSionS? 
We got it on lock
Personally, I’m a big 

fan of my short 
hair. I’ve all but 
given up on my 

thin, straight strands, so  
I stick with an angled bob and 
cross my fingers for a good 
volume day. I always figured 
hair extensions would damage 
my hair or just look fake.

So I was sceptical when  
I popped round to The Hair 
Lounge in Hornchurch to talk 
to owner and manager Kelly 
Harris about a new hair 
extension method that’s 
creating a buzz all over 
Britain. Designed by award-
winning Dublin stylist Shane 
O’Sullivan, Easilocks uses 
individual strands of real hair. 
It doesn’t use damaging heat, 
chemicals, sewing or 
braiding, and everyone from 
Margot Robbie to TOWIE 
star Lucy Mecklenburgh is 
having it done.

“I’ve never offered hair 
extensions before,” says Kelly, 
who has spent 25 years in the 
business. “I’d never had them 

myself, either, because  
I wouldn’t get anything that 
made hair break.”

The Hair Lounge became 
the first salon in Hornchurch 
to offer Easilocks in October 
last year, after the extensions 
blew up on social media – 
some thanks, no doubt, due to 
Easilocks client and Instagram 
queen Kendall Jenner. Finally, 
Kelly took the plunge.

She shows me where tiny 
tubes of copper have been 
squeezed flat to attach each 
extension to a strand of her 
real hair – but I’d never have 
guessed it otherwise. Her 
long straight blonde style 
looks completely natural even 
after eight weeks. “It’s still 
healthy,” she confirms.

Each client receives a free 
initial consultation, where 
Kelly and her team ask about 
what you want, walk you 
through how to care for your 
new style, and match you to a 
range of 35 shades including 
bright red and purple. 
“Nobody’s hair is all one 

colour,” Kelly explains as  
she matches me to Medium 
Brown, Dark Brown and  
a delicious-sounding 
Chocolate Latte Ombre. 

Getting the extensions 
takes two to three hours.  
Over time, growing hair 
moves the clasps away from 
the roots, but the strands last 
up to three months; after eight 
to ten weeks, your stylist just 
re-attaches them closer to 
your scalp. Between times, 
you can style your new hair, 
swim with it and do anything 

you normally would.
With prices ranging from 

£400 to £750, these are a bit 
of an investment; but it’s 
worth it for three months of 
long, thick, natural-looking 
hair. My days of devotion to 
the bob may just be numbered.

You can find Kelly and her 
team at The Hair Lounge,  
122 Ardleigh Green Road, 
Hornchurch; 01708 475151; 
enquiries@thehairlounge.info 
For more on Easilocks,visit  
thehairlounge.co.uk and 
easilocks.com.
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Stylist and owner Kelly Harris applies Easilocks to 
a client at the Hair Lounge. Photo: Melissa Page 


