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Words ElEanor Wilson

Top five...

TRAiN JoURNeYS
Our best picks for watching the world roll by

Railway holidays have stood 
the test of time. There’s no 
better way to see the sights in 
comfort, as well as covering 

huge distances in just a few days: from 
the red deserts of Australia to the 
snowy peaks of the Himalayas. Every 
day brings a new destination where 
you can stretch your legs and soak up 
the local culture. If you love your 
creature comforts, fantastic scenery and 
plenty of time to sit and think, we’ve 
got the inside track on five stunning 
rail getaways. 1

The indian pacific
SYDNeY To peRTH 
At 4,352km over four days, this 
journey spans the vast width of 
Australia. From cosmopolitan Sydney 
you’ll be whisked into the red 
outback via the sweeping beauty of 
the Blue Mountains. Stops include 
Adelaide, surrounded by the lush 
wine country of the Barossa Valley, 
and classic mining towns, before 
streaking across the longest straight 
stretch of railway in the world to 
cross the Nullarbor Plains to 
charming Perth. In the dining car, spot 
kangaroos through the window as you 
feast on a gourmet menu tailored to 
the places you pass – including 
swordfish, lamb, and hazelnut 
pancakes with native quandong fruits. 

3 nights, from £1612 twin-share; 
greatsouthernrail.com.au

Nordlandsbanen 
Railway
TRoNDHeiM To BoDØ
The constantly changing scenery is sure 
to keep you enthralled on this 5-night 
route from the green lowlands of mid-
Norway, through the mountains and all 
the way to the Arctic. But if you’re eager 
to stretch your legs too, there’s plenty to 
do: from cheese, aquavit and ice-cream 
tasting around Norway’s food capital 
Trondheim to hiking and a ride in a tra-
ditional rib boat in Bodø. Take in some 
Norwegian history with cathedrals and 
ancient battle sites, and celebrate with a 
glass of bubbly as you cross the Arctic 
Circle. From 2017, this trip can be 
booked as a hop-on, hop-off jaunt so you 
can explore each stop in your own time.

Train journey only, from £51; nsb.no
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The Jacobite
foRT WiLLiAM To MALAiG 
This one-day hop, drawn by a historic steam 
engine, includes some of the most incredible 
scenery you’re likely to find in the UK – and 
a touch of magic. Beginning in Fort William 
in Scotland’s West Highlands, the first delight 
in store is the Glenfinnan Viaduct – part of 
the Hogwarts Express route. From here you’ll 
pass a collection of tiny Highland villages 
until you reach Mallaig, home to Europe’s 
deepest seawater loch. Stop for fish and 
chips, catch a ferry to the Isle of Skye or just 
enjoy the rugged beauty of the Highlands. 

From £29 single or £34 return,  
Monday - Friday until October 28, 2016; 
westcoastrailways.co.uk

Grand Canyon Railway
WiLLiAMS To SoUTH RiM  
of THe GRAND CANYoN 
With 360° glass domes atop vintage carriages, 
this has got to be the most photogenic way to 
reach the Grand Canyon. From Williams, 
Arizona, the two-hour route runs through pine 
forests and desert to reach the world-famous 
lookout at the South Rim. Kids will love the 
performers bringing the Old West to life en route 
and with a return ticket, you’ll have almost four 
hours to take plenty of stunning snaps. 

Train journey only, adults £21.70 single,  
£49.40 return; children £11 single, £22 return; 
thetrain.com

Quingzang Railway
XiNiNG To LHASA
At 5,072m above sea level, this railway is 
so high up that each carriage has its own 
oxygen supply, but the incredible 
Himalayan scenery is worth it. You’ll be 
whisked over the course of a day from 
Xining in China to Tibet’s capital, Lhasa, 
passing snowy peaks, prayer flags, and the 
occasional yak. Once you arrive, there are 
temples galore as well as Potala Palace, the 
Dalai Lama’s former home. You can DIY 
or include the train in a package tour to 
tick off must-see spots like the Terracotta 
Warriors and Chengdu’s panda centre.

Across the Roof of the World package, 
16 days from £3,495 incl flights;  
greatrail.com
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