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Bob Marley Week
February 2-8 
Jamaica
Celebrations will kick off across the country for 
what would have been the late reggae legend’s 
70th birthday. The Bob Marley Museum in 
Kingston, Marley’s birthplace in Ocho Rios and 
resort town Negril will be major destinations, 
with concerts, karaoke competitions, lectures, 
parties and tributes to Marley’s message of love 
and harmony. 
keepitjiggy.com

AMERICAS 

Yukon Quest
canada
February 7
this gruelling sled-dog race spans 
1,000 miles from Yukon to alaska 
and starts on schedule every year, 
whatever the weather. the town 
of Whitehorse is the kick-off point 
with plenty going on in the week 
leading up to the race, including 
free sled rides and a chance to 
meet the sled teams.
yukonquest.com

Festival du Voyageur
February 13-22
canada
an oddball celebration of 
manitoba’s fur trader heritage billed 
as ‘the World’s Largest kitchen 
Party’, where you can combat the 
cold with poutine and fortified wine 
and take in fiddling contests, a 
beard-growing competition,  
live local music, recreations of the 
olden days and six-metre snow 
sculptures.
festivalvoyageur.mb.ca

 caYman cookout
January 15-18 
caYman isLands
top-class chefs, including eric Ripert 
and anthony Bourdain, descend on the 
Ritz-carlton for four days of gourmet 
food heaven. there will, of course, be 
fancy dinners and tropical beaches, but 
also tastings, tours, demonstrations 
and expert sommeliers on hand to 
match drinks perfectly with each dish 
while you work on your tan.
caymanislands.co.uk
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EUROPE 

Van Gogh:  
Man and Earth
October 1, 2014 – March 31, 2015
Italy 
More than 50 original Van Gogh 
works will be on show at Milan’s 
Palazzo Reale, with a focus on the 
artist’s relationship with rural life, 
humility and dignity. 2015 also marks 
the 125th anniversary of Van Gogh’s 
death on July 29, with a big calendar 
of events planned for England, 
Belgium, France and the  
Netherlands.
vangoghmilano.it

Ice Music Festival
February 5-7
NORway 
Everything from the instruments to the stage 
is carved from local ice at this fascinating 
Norwegian festival. The ice quality fluctuates 
depending on the weather, so each chilly 
performance is one-of-a-kind. Look out for ice 
versions of horns, cellos, harps and drums, and 
don’t miss Saturday’s midnight concert under 
the year’s first full moon.
icemusicfestival.no

BuRNING thE ClOCks
December 21, 2014
BRIGhtON 
this festival was originally created  
to allow Brighton’s diverse community 
to celebrate the Christmas season 
together. locals march in a colourful 
parade down to the beach, where they 
throw paper lanterns representing 
their hopes and dreams into a giant 
bonfire. Everyone is welcome to join 
in with his or her own lantern, and 
there’s also a fire show and fireworks 
display.
samesky.co.uk

PRaGuE sPRING FEstIVal
May 9 – 31
CzECh REPuBlIC 
spring Festival celebrates its 70th 
anniversary as an international 
showcase for the best in classical 
music. It’s a high-calibre event and 
has attracted globally distinguished 
names like the san Francisco 
symphony Orchestra, leonard 
Bernstein and luciano Pavarotti.
festival.cz
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Umbria Jazz Festival
December 27, 2014 to January 1, 2015
italy
the line-up for the winter edition of this popular 
jazzfest includes Joe lovato, John batiste and stay 
Human, and italian r&b sensation ainé. ring in the 
New year in the alpine town of Orvieto with italian 
cuisine, regional wines and some of the stars of the 
international jazz scene. 
umbriajazz.com 

Nice Carnaval
February 13 – march 1 
FraNce
the riviera comes alive in riotous 
colour after the long winter, with 
flower parades, intricate handmade 
floats and an illuminated procession 
at night,with fireworks on the shore 
on the final evening. take the train; 
Planet rail offers first class travel and 
four nights’ b&b in Nice from £495;  
planetrail.co.uk

cHiaNg mai FlOwer 
Festival
February 6-8
tHailaND 
suan buak Haad Park is taken over by 
thousands of prize blossoms, while 
parade floats compete for the ‘best 
decorated’ trophy, covered in carpets 
of flowers set in intricate designs. 
go early for a more family-friendly 
atmosphere, or wait until the Flower 
Festival Queen beauty pageant starts 
to see the party really kick off.
chiangmaibest.com

Jaisalmer Desert Festival
February 1-3
iNDia 
This camel-mad festival 

is a showcase of desert 

India’s peculiarities, 

with fire dancers, 

snake charmers and a 

moustache competition. 

Local food and folk music 

are also on offer with 

historic Jaisalmer Fort in 

the background – or you 

could always enjoy a spot 

of camel polo.
incredibleindia.org

Bonden-Sai Festival
January 17
JaPaN 
whole towns turn out to watch 
local men race to a mountain-top 
shrine carrying four-meter bonden 
– brightly decorated bamboo poles 
holding prayers for the coming 
year. the winner is said to receive a 
blessing from their patron deity, and 
competition is so fierce that it’s also 
called ‘bonden fighting’.
seejapan.co.uk
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Up The Creek
January 29 – February 1 
South AFricA
South Africa’s answer to Glastonbury 
runs for three days on the banks of 
the Breede river, three hours east of 
cape town, which fills with inflatable 
lilos as festivalgoers cool off in 
between watching up-and-coming 
live rock bands and comedy acts. it’s 
a welcoming party atmosphere with 
hot showers, traditional braais, and 
general camaraderie.
upthecreek.co.za

Mevlana Whirling Dervishes

AFRICA

hANDS-oN hArVESt FEStiVAL
February 7 – March 29
South AFricA
You don’t just taste the final product at this very 
active wine festival 90 minutes east of Cape Town 
– you get to pick the grapes, sort them, stomp 
on them in giant barrels and taste the difference 
between the grapes and the tipple they produce. 
Don’t worry; there will be plenty of chances to 
sample the real thing.
handsonharvest.com

MELBourNE iNtErNAtioNAL 
coMEDy FEStiVAL
March 25 – April 19
AuStrALiA 
the southern hemisphere’s biggest 
comedy festival has featured huge 
international names like Jimeoin, 
Dave hughes and tim Minchin. 
Punters can expect a fascinating line-
up of world-class improv, stand-up, 
cabaret, puppetry, musicals and any 
other form of funny you can think of.
comedyfestival.com.au
 

AUSTRALASIA

KāwhiA KAi FEStiVAL 
February 6
NEw ZEALAND 
Kāwhia, on the North island, 
celebrates New Zealand’s national 
day on February 6 with traditional 
Maori kai food cooked in giant  
hangi ovens. Look out for wild  
pork, mud snails, mussels and  
shark liver pate, as well as Maori  
weaving, wood-carving,  
local bands and the awe- 
inspiring haka. 
kawhiakaifestival.co.nz


